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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS. 

WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 30 May 2007 , 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)K This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 7-^74 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 1-174 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 !)□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)n All b)n Some * c)\J None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 



1 . The following communication is in response to Applicant's amendment filed 30 May 
2007. 

Status of Claims 

2. Claims 1 - 1 74 are currently pending. 



Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-174 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 



5. Claims 1-3, 5, 6, 8-14, 16, 17, 20-23, 25, 26, 28-34, 36, 37, 40-43, 45-51, 53, 54, 57-61, 
63,64, 66-72, 74, 75,78-81,83,84, 86-92, 94, 95,98-101, 103-109, 1 1 1, 1 12, 1 15-1 19, 121, 
122, 124-130, 132, 133, 136-139, 141, 142, 144-150, 152, 153, 156-159, 161-167, 169, 170, 173 
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and 174 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Shimada et al. 
(hereinafter Shimada) U.S. Patent 6,396,919 in view of Simon U.S. Patent 6,974,078. 

Claims 1-3, 5, 6, 8-14, 16, 17, 20-23, 25, 26, 28-34, 36, 37, 40-43, 45-51, 53, 54, 57-61, 
63,64, 66-72, 74, 75, 78-81,83,84, 86-92, 94, 95, 98-101, 103-109, 111, 112, 115-119, 121, 
122, 124-130, 132, 133, 136-139, 141, 142, 144-150, 152, 153, 156-159, 161-167, 169, 170, 173 
and 174 were previously rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Shimada et al. 
(hereinafter Shimada) U.S. Patent 6,396,919. Applicant has amended the claim to state that the 
transaction code is "to be publicized in an advertising medium." Examiner first notes that this 
limitation is an intended use because the transaction code is not actually publicized in claim 1 . It 
is merely "to be" publicized. All that is required in the prior art is the assigning of at least one 
available transaction a transaction code, which Shimada teaches. Nevertheless, the Examiner has 
provided prior art that teach the intended use portion of claim 1 . 

Shimada teaches a transaction method comprising: registering at least one available 
transaction; assigning to said at least one available transaction a transaction code to be publicized 
(column 15, line 63 thru column 16, line 30); registering at least one user, said registering 
including recording payment information from each said at least one user (column 7, lines 37-45 
and column 10, lines 16-20); assigning a personal identification code to each said at least one 
user (column 7, lines 54-67 and column 9, lines 20-33); accepting automatically an aural 
communication including said personal identification code and said transaction code (column 1 1 , 
lines 30-60 and column 15, line 44 thru column 16, line 19); and arranging said at least one 
available transaction to be completed for said at least one user, including arranging to have 
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payment collected based said recorded payment information (column 13, lines 54-64 and column 
16, lines 31-38). 

Simon teaches that a user obtains a product code from a magazine, flier or catalog 
(column 4, lines 1 1-23) and the user can use a cellular phone and punch in using the keypad the 
code and purchase the product (column 2, lines 52 thru column 3, line 10 and column 3, lines 26- 
31). Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
Applicant's invention to modify the teachings of Shimada to include that the transaction code is 
to be published in an advertisement because it allows for product information to be distributed to 
many users to encourage purchase of the product using the transaction/product code. 
Independent claims 59 and 1 17 are rejected in a similar manner. Claims 2-58, 60-1 16 and 118- 
174 stand rejected for reasons stated in previous office actions, and are replicated below. 

Claim 2, 60 and 118 wherein said accepting comprises accepting automatically an aural 
communication from any one of at least two communications networks that each provide 
communications based on a different communications protocol (column 5, line 66 thru column 6, 
line 41). 

Claim 3, 23, 61, 81, 119 and 139 wherein said communication occurs over a landline 
telephonic aural telephone (column 6, lines 61-67). 

Claim 5, 25, 42, 63, 83, 100, 121, 141 and 158 wherein said registering at least one user 
includes recording at least one telephone number of said at least one user, said method further 
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comprising detecting a telephone number from which said telephonic aural communication 
originates, and said accepting includes verifying that said telephonic aural communication 
originates from one of said at least one recorded telephone numbers of said at least one user 
(column 8, lines 1-7). 

Claim 6, 26, 43, 64, 84, 101, 122, 142 and 159 wherein said registering at least one user 
includes recording at least one communications address of said at least one user, said method 
further comprising detecting a communications address from which said telephonic aural 
communication originates, and said accepting includes verifying that said telephonic aural 
communication originates from one of said at least one recorded communications addresses of 
said at least one user (column 1 5, lines 22-37). 

Claim 8, 28, 45, 66, 86, 103, 124, 144 and 161 further comprising confirming that said at 
least one user desires said at least one available transaction (column 11, lines 20-60). 

Claim 9, 29, 46, 67, 87, 104, 125, 145 and 162 further comprising accepting said 
telephonic aural communication as one number that is entered by said at least one user to include 
said personal identification code and said transaction code (column 14, lines 7-23 and column 
10, line 63 thru column 11, line 60). 
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Claim 10, 30, 47, 68, 88, 105, 126, 146 and 163 wherein said arranging comprises 
arranging said at least one available transaction automatically in response to said accepting 
(column 6, lines 10-23). 

Claim 1 1, 31, 48, 69, 89, 106, 127, 147 and 164 wherein said aural communication is a 
voice communication. 

Claim 12, 32, 49, 70, 90, 107, 128, 148 and 165 further comprising recognizing said 
personal identification code when said personal identification code is spoken in said aural voice 
communication, and wherein said accepting comprises accepting automatically said aural voice 
communication based on said recognizing (column 8, lines 50-64). 

Claim 13, 33, 50, 71, 91, 108, 129, 149 and 166 wherein said registering at least one user 
comprises recording a signature of said at least one user speaking said personal identification 
code, said method further comprising comparing said signature with said personal identification 
code spoken in said aural voice communication, and said accepting comprising accepting 
automatically said aural voice communication based on said comparing (column 8, lines 50-64). 

Claim 14, 34, 51, 72, 92, 109, 130, 150 and 167 wherein said at least one user is one of a 
plurality of registered users that each have a different user terminal platform and wherein said 
accepting comprises accepting aural communications from each of said different user terminal 
platforms. 
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Claims 16, 36, 53, 74, 94, 111, 132, 152 and 169 wherein said aural communication 
comprises dual-tone/multi-frequency entries (column 10, line 64 thru column 11, line 19). 

Claims 17, 37, 54, 75, 95, 1 12, 133, 153 and 170, further comprising registering one 
transaction that is available from said at least one user when said at least one user is registered 
(column 15, line 63 thru column 16, line 30). 

Claims 20, 40, 57, 78, 98, 115, 136, 156 and 173 wherein said registering at least one 
transaction comprises registering two transactions for two different locations, said assigning a 
transaction code comprises assigning to each of said two transactions said transaction code, said 
accepting comprises determining a location of said at least one user, and said method further 
comprising locating from where said communication is sent to identify one of said two 
transactions (column 15, line 63 thru column 16, line 30). 

Claims 21, 41, 58, 79, 99, 1 16, 137, 157 and 174, wherein said personal identification 
code is a unique identification code (column 7, lines 54-67). 

Claims 22, 80 and 138, wherein said aural communication is telephonic (column 6, lines 

61-67). 
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6. Claims 4, 7, 15, 18, 19, 24, 27, 35, 38, 39, 44, 52, 55, 56, 62, 65, 73, 76, 77, 82, 85, 96, 
96, 97, 102, 110, 113, 114, 120, 123, 131, 134, 135, 140, 143, 151, 154, 155, 160, 168, 171 and 
172 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Shimada et al (hereinafter 
Shimada) U.S. Patent 6,396,919. 

Claims 4, 7, 15, 18, 19, 24, 27, 35, 38, 39, 44, 52, 55, 56, 62, 65, 73, 76, 77, 82, 85, 96, 
96, 97, 102, 110, 113, 114, 120, 123, 131, 134, 135, 140, 143, 151, 154, 155, 160, 168, 171 and 
172 were previously rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Shimada et ah 
(hereinafter Shimada) U.S. Patent 6,396,919. Applicant challenged the Official Notice taken by 
the Examiner. Therefore the Examiner has provided support for the Official Notice below. 

Regarding claims 4, 15, 24, 35, 52, 62, 73, 82, 93, 1 10, 120, 131, 143, 151 and 168, 
Official Notice was taken that communication over a wireless phone is old and well known in the 
financial arts. U.S. Patent 6,356,752 to Griffith teaches a wireless telephone as a transaction 
device. 

Regarding claims 7, 27, 44, 65, 85, 102, 123, 143 and 160, Official Notice was taken 
that an address used as shipping information is old and well knovra in the art. U.S. Patent 
6,212,262 is a method for performing automatic sales transactions in an advertiser-sponsored 
telephony system in which a shipping address is used to designate where advertised items are to 
be delivered. 
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Regarding claims 18, 19,38,39,55,56, 76, 77, 96, 97, 113, 114, 134, 135, 154, 155, 171 
and 172, Shimada teaches registering a user in the system. Official Notice was taken that 
registering a vendor is old and well known in the financial arts. U.S. Patent 6,212,262 teaches 
transactions between customers and merchants where merchants register with the transaction 
system. 

Conclusion 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Stefano Karmis whose telephone number is (571) 272-6744. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F: 8-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Alex Kalinowski can be reached on (571) 272-6771 . The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Respectfully Submitted 
Stefano Karmis 
10 August 2007 




